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INSIDE THIS ISSUE:  

Northwest Introduces Itôs Latest Addition  to Community Services:   

Supplemental Education Services 

n October of 2008, Northwest Buffalo Community Center was awarded  grant by 

 the U.S. Department of Education for $1.3 million dollars over a three (3) year 

period.  The funds were allotted to be used for the purpose of offering additional 

Supplemental Education Services (SES/tutoring) into four 21st Century Community 

Learning Centers.  Two of those Centers, Grabiarz School of Excellence #79, and West 

Hertel Academy #94, are currently operated through NWBCC.  Receiving the grant was 

no small feat.  Only five (5) of these grants were awarded in the United States, through 

a very intense, competitive application process.    

 

The grant entitled Project BASIS has also been imple-

mented at sites offering 21st Century programming and is 

operated under the leadership of the Boys & Girls Clubs of 

the Northtowns.  Huntington Learning Center and Prince-

ton Review, who are NWBCCôs SES partners, are responsi-

ble for providing the high quality on-site educational ser-

vices to eligible students at each participating after-school 

program.  Student assessments are in place to precede aca-

demic intervention which focuses on English Language 

Arts (both reading and writing) and mathematics. 

 

This year was our first year implementing the program and one of our successes in-

cluded a strong, positive collaboration between the childôs school, our SES tutoring pro-

viders, and the childôs home.  A critical component to the success of this pilot program 

has been the cooperation, and shared vision among all involved parties.  We have dis-

covered that having active participation by administrators and teachers at the schools is 

an essential, necessary element of achieving desired academic goals. 

 

"We are very excited to be given the opportunity to further assist the students that are 

already part of our very successful 21st Century Community Learning Cen-

ter programs", said Sean McCrossan, the Director of Northwest's 21st Century opera-

tion.  "Our goal has always been to provide the highest quality educational opportu-

nity for all of our students.  Under the direction of Larry Pernick- the Executive Direc-

tor of the Northwest Buffalo Community Center- we continually strive to maintain that 

focus.ò 

 

Sarah Peters, Program Director 
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hroughout the second half of the 2008-2009 academic 

 year, students participating in the Academic Improvement 

Program have been involved in a reading program spon-

sored by Darien Lake Amusement that focus on improving their 

literacy skills.  Over 20 plus students participated and as a re-

ward for completing the entire program, won passes to attend 

the amusement anytime this summer.  "This was a great pro-

gram for our youth.", said Mr. T. D. Williams, Director of Op-

erations; "It was a great reward for those who have worked hard 

all year long on not only their academic skills but also on im-

proving their reading skills." I am very proud of all the students 

who participated. 

  

A huge thank you goes out to Ms. Doreen Panetski, Academic Improvement Coordinator and the entire staff of 

the Youth Services Dept. and their peer /adults volunteers who help make this wonderful program a success for 

all the youth participating. 

 

Names of the Students Participants: 

 

 Kali Tirado Zaria Bolden Muram Darfor                         

 Jason Munn Angel Pabon Rico Lewis 

 Jose L. Mendez  Jose A. Mendez Tierra McClary                             

 Antonio Morales Victoria Bonilla                      Michael Smith 

 Joshue Cruz  Gabriella Drake Abdalla Masrour                     

 Najari Ramirez Javair Walker Mario Ross 

 Bernard Anderson  Armontae Moss  

 

After-school Students Complete Five-Hour Darien Lake Reading Program 

n collaboration with the Boys & Girls Clubs of the Northtown and their Extended School Program,  

 students (mainly girls) have been participating in a cooking program with Ms. Juanita L. Anderson, Arts & 

Crafts and Game Room Supervisor throughout the 2008 -2009 school year.  Over 15 young girls ages 9 - 

14 have been learning various cooking techniques and methods as well as preparing various foods.  " It was fun 

teaching the girls how to cook and work around the kitchen" said Ms. Anderson.   

  

As part of this program not only did they learn how to cook, but other responsibilities such as cleaning up before 

and after, the importance of paying attention to detail, proper ways to remove food and serve it.  Another as-

pect of this program was to teach conflict resolution skills and community involvement, which is important to 

the Youth Services Staff and Department. 

  

Finally, as a reward for completing this program, the girls prepared a small meal for themselves and a few par-

ents.  " A great program and good year" said Ms. Anderson.   

 
Tony Williams, Director of Operations 

Cooking Class Comes to An End for the 2008-2009 Program Year 


